JAMESES CLEMENCY.                     3rn

It was now left to the King to decide what he would do.
James was greatly relieved when he heard that the trial had
Pardon passed off without anything disagreeable to himself.
Cmmt.ss He had sllown great anxiety for news, fearing, no
doubt, that Somerset would betray the secret of
those negotiations with Spain which he was so desirous of
concealing.1 Whatever might be thought of the other actors
in the tragedy, if there had been one thing which had been
more plainly proved than another, it was that Lady Somerset
had been the main instigator and author of the murder. It
was unjust to take away the lives of her tools, whilst she her-
self was allowed to escape. Yet James never seems to have
entertained the thought of allowing the sentence to pass upon
her, and it would indeed have been very hard for him to de-
cide otherwise than he did. Her youth and beauty, her powerful
friends, her very womanhood, with its impulsive, passionate
nature, all concurred to plead hard for her. On July 13 her
pardon was sealed,2 though the imprisonment in the Tower
was not remitted. Before it was completed it had been sent
back to Bacon,3 with directions that he should insert in it the
excuse that she had been drawn into crime ' by the procure-
ment and wicked instigation of certain base persons/

We are left to depend upon conjecture for the motives
which James allowed to influence him in sparing Somerset's
Somerset's ^Q' ^e ^now tnat ne refused to allow his arms to
iife is spared. ^e taken down from amongst those of the other
Knights of the Garter at St. George's Chapel at Windsor. We
also gain glimpses of a negotiation which was going on, by
which Somerset might have obtained a pardon if he had
chosen to submit to the conditions offered.4 A letter5 has

1  Sherburn to Carleton, May 31, S. P. Ixxxvii. 40.

2  State  Trials,  ii.   1005.     Sherburn  to Carleton,  July   13,   S.   P.
Ixxxviii. 15.

8 This is implied in Bacon's letter to Villiers, July II, Letters and

Life., v. 375,

4 Nethersole to Carleton, Sept. 2, 1624, S. P. clxxii. 2.

* The letter is printed in Cabala, i. I. It has been used to prove that
Somerset was aware of some secret with which he was able to threaten the
King, a use which can be made of it only by those who come to the reading